RECONSTRUCTION

the Congress of the United States. The President
recognised the provisional government and Con-
gress admitted the Representatives and Senators,
and then by popular action within the state
itself, Missouri was restored to its former rela-
tion to the Union. In Virginia the proceedings
were more complicated. After the state seceded
in 1861 a minority organised a new state govern-
ment loyal to the Union, with Francis H. Pier-
point as its governor. Representatives and Sena-
tors were elected to Congress. The Union gave
full recognition to these steps. Then, in 186s, a
part of the state of Virginia was cut off and
organised as a new state of West Virginia, loyal
to the Union. This new state of West Virginia
was admitted to the Union by Congress; its
government was recognised, and Representatives
and Senators were admitted. These proceedings
involved a certain amount of legal fiction. For
the Constitution provides that 'no new state
" shall be formed or erected within the jurisdic-
tion of any other state' without the consent of
the legislature of the state concerned as well as
of Congress. The consent of the legisSlature of
Virginia had therefore to be obtained. Congress
decided that the Pierpoint government and
legislature should be treated as the lawful
government and legislature of Virginia and that
their consent was sufficient. Although its repre-
sentatives in Congress continued to be recog-
nised for some time, the Pierpoint administration